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President’s Letter – 
Dear Colleagues, 

As I have travelled the Country recently and spoken to a lot of folks in the construction industry, 
I have heard sounds of trepidation to outright optimism and everything in between. To say the 
least the first quarter of 2025 has been interesting. One of the most pertinent pieces of advice I 
saw, was that companies will prosper or not, based on their leadership and their ability to make 
good sound business decisions while being able to navigate the turmoil quickly.  

This is where a strong Association really comes into play. The ability to understand the 
particular part of the market that affects us in the Reflective business, and have RIMA help 
support business challenges as well as allow for opportunities both locally and internationally, 
creates the environment to allow your company to prosper. 

RIMA will hold its usual two meetings in the US and this year; and we are proud to announce our 7 th International meeting to 
be held in conjunction with the Global Insulation Conference in November in the beautiful area around Milan, Italy. For those 
of you who really want to look forward for technical knowledge and global opportunities, this is a must visit venue. RIMA will 
hold a one-day conference, the day before the Global Insulation Conference, including a cocktail reception and full lunch to 
be able to network with peers from around the world. 

RIMA verification program continues to evolve and get better. The program gains more recognition every year, and the 
changes made by the Committee this year I believe will enhance the program even further. Now is a great time to look into 
getting your products verified, if you have not already done so. 

I am especially looking forward to seeing everyone in Nashville in a few weeks, learn more about your businesses and how 
RIMA can individually support you. Nashville is always a fun place to be; and I am sure the meetings will be very productive. 
Please get involved. 

Best regards -  

Mike Boulding 
 

Invite Guests – Bring Someone! 

What better way for non-members to learn all that RIMA International is doing than by attending these 
working meetings.  The RIMA-I office sends out e-mail invites, but the majority of our guests 
typically come from members taking the time to invite them.  We encourage each of our current 
members to invite at least one company to come as our guest.  Guests are welcome to participate 
in all group meetings and activities FREE!  Guests do need to register in advance (by March 31), 
so contact the RIMA-I office (rima@rima.net or 800/279-4123 or 785/424-7115) to register.   
 

 
 

Member News 
 

 

A special thank you to Balcan Innovations for sponsoring our cocktail reception 
Wednesday, April 16, at The Diner 

 



 
Last fall’s event was such a hit, we’re doing it again.  Anyone with an interest to join in the fun should SIGN UP NOW!  Right now, only one 
tee time is booked and if another is needed, we’ll need to notify them promptly - so if you’re interested in playing, get your name on the list. 

We are booked for Noon on April 15th at the Hermitage Golf Course in Old Hickory, Tennessee.  Players will compete on the General’s 
Retreat, which was built in 1986 with architect Gary Roger Baird, who hosted the LPGA Sara Lee Classic from 1988 to 1999. With the 
beautiful setting along the Cumberland River and a variety of tee placements, golfers of all capabilities thoroughly enjoy the golf, scenery and 
hospitality offered at the course.   

The winner will get to feature the RIMA Love the Links trophy next to their  name card at the Membership Meeting on Thursday morning so 
everyone will know, who mastered the course.  Want in on the fun?  Contact rima@rima.net now!  Good luck, gentlemen – and may the best 
man win! 
 

 

New Board Members Since Fall Elections 

At the fall meeting, the membership held elections for board 
positions.  Shortly after the first of the year, some 
people/memberships changed, so additional elections were held 
online to keep the Board in compliance with the Bylaws. 

Two new Directors were nominated, Philip Ramstack with MWI 
Components and Paul McIlwee with ESP/Low-E.  They were 
approved for a two-year term with their terms starting immediately.  
Rodney Miller stepped in the place of Ron Rado, who is no longer 
with Fi-Foil Company.  We are a company membership and Rodney 
was willing and interested in serving out the remainder of Ron’s term.  A big thank you to these individuals for their contribution to 
the association, membership and industry and to keeping the work of RIMA International moving forward.  Their willingness to 
help steer the direction of the association for the benefit of each member is invaluable.  Thank you, gentlemen! 
 

Meeting Format for Nashville 
The RIMA-I meetings will be separate from ASTM C-16, so we can start our committee meetings first thing Wednesday morning. Here 
is a brief overview of the meeting schedule: 

Wednesday, April 16th – 
New Member Orientation - 7:45 a.m. 
Committee meetings from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Hosted Cocktail Hour at 6 p.m. - 
Group Dinner at 7 p.m. 

Thursday, April 17th – 
Full Membership Meeting - 8 - 10 a.m. 
Catered Brunch 10 – 11 a.m. 
Guest Speaker – Dr. Som Shrestha, ORNL 
Board Meeting (Board Members Only) - Noon – 3 p.m. 
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Our Love the Links Competition Heads Back to Hermitage 4/15 
 

 

 



Headin’ Back to Music City for Spring 2025 
RIMA International separates from ASTM C16 once again for our Spring 2025 working meetings.  We 
are moving to the Omni for this event, which will be held April 16-17. Attendance forms have been 
distributed and are due in the RIMA-I office by March 31, 2025.  Individuals can make sleeping room 
reservations by using the reservation link on the RIMA-I website (under News/Meeting/Misc. - 
Meetings), which will take you directly to our room block. If you are booking your room within 30 
days of the meeting, you will need to contact the hotel directly to request the group rate as the 
room block will have dropped and rooms will be offered on a space available basis. 

Our face-to-face working meetings are where most of the committee work is done.  If you are new to 
the association or this is your first time attending, our in-person meetings are vital to the work the 
association is doing. There are great ideas generated when everyone is face to face without 
distractions, so all members should plan to attend.  This is also your opportunity to have a voice in 
the work your industry association is doing, which is not only a great benefit of membership but a great 
contribution to the industry as well. Don’t miss this chance to get involved and let your voice be heard.   

It’s also important to include great social activities with this event.  Iron sharpens iron, as they say, so 
come to network and get to know, share and learn from, the people that can best relate to and 
understand your professional challenges.  (See additional details below) 

New Member/Guest Orientation 
If this is your first time attending a RIMA-I meeting, we want to make this as seamless and productive as possible for you, so we’re 
inviting you to join us at 7:45 on Wednesday morning for an informal introduction.  We want to meet and welcome you and go over how 
the meetings work so you feel comfortable asking questions and participating in discussions.  We also want to answer any questions 
you may have.  There is no official dress code, but most will be in business casual.  We want you to take an active role and get the 
most out of your time there.  We look forward to seeing you soon! 
 

 Introducing Keynote Speaker Dr. Som Shrethsa 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

Presentation: “Reflective Insulation Performance Evaluations at Oak Ridge National Laboratory” 

Dr. Som S Shrestha is a Senior R&D Scientist within the Building Technologies Research and 
Integration Center at Oak Ridge National Laboratory. His current research focuses on developing 
technologies to enhance building energy efficiency and enable demand flexibility. Some of Dr. 
Shrestha’s recently completed works at ORNL include thermal performance evaluation of various 
radiant barrier systems, thermochromic coatings for building applications, development of a 
protocol for lifetime energy and environmental impact assessment of building insulation materials, 
and evaluation of lower-GWP alternative refrigerants. 
 

 
 
 Happy Hour Courtesy of  
 
 

 

As we finish up day one, Balcan Innovations is ready to treat you after a long day of meetings.  We’re 
going to get you out of the hotel and head to The Diner where a cocktail hour is waiting for you. This social 
hour has become quite the popular gathering, allowing guests to get to know one another, rub elbows and 
exchange ideas.  Come and enjoy some really great people and a really great time, courtesy of Balcan 
Innovations.   
 

  

 

Social Events are Great Networking Opportunities 

 



Who is Balcan, you ask?  
Balcan Innovations is a North American leader in technical films, flexible packaging and reflective insulation. As a connected 
company, Balcan Innovations strives to deliver sustainable, high-quality film, flexible packaging, and reflective insulation that 
protect and promote their customers’ products.  You can learn more about Balcan at www.Balcaninnovations.com.   
 

 

 

And Fun Will Be Had By All 

Located on the corner of 3rd Avenue South & 
Demonbreun, The Diner is the crown jewel of 
Downtown Nashville’s SoBro district. Their six story 
restaurant boasts six unique floors, each with 
gorgeous views of downtown. Their chef-driven 
menu features everything from traditional breakfast 
fare and lunch specialties, to mouth-watering steaks, 
exquisite seafood, Southern home-style dishes, 
Italian classics, and sushi. Each floor offers guests a 
truly unique dining experience. 

What a great way to finish off a long day of meetings 
than with great food and great friends.  Don’t miss it! 

 
 

 
 

 
I-RIM Conference Heads to Italy with Global Insulation Conference 

 
 

In the news . . . 

Dinner to Follow 

food w 

The International Reflective Insulation Manufacturers (I-RIM) Conference will take place November 18 at the 
Grand Hotel Dino in Baveno, Italy on Lago Maggiore outside of Milan.  The 18th Global Insulation Conference 
will immediately follow November 19-20.   
 
The I-RIM event will be a one-day technical conference featuring such speakers as Dr. Jan Kosny, Dr. Bill Miller 
with the University of Tennessee, Dr. Hamed Saber with Jubail Industrial College, Dr. David Yarbrough with 
R&D Services, Steve Baden with RESNET and other experts in the reflective insulation, radiant barrier and 
interior radiation control coating fields.  Participants will learn about the latest research, advancements, new 
technology and uses of reflective products as well as exchange information on how reflectives are being used 
in various regions around the world, network with other industry peers/experts and prepare yourself with the 
knowledge and information you need to take your business to the next level.  
 
In addition to the top-notch lineup for the I-RIM event, guests can also participate in the Global Insulation 
Conference, which examines insulation market trends, technological developments in insulation and insulation 
product advances.  This is a great opportunity to maximize your time and participate in both events. 
 
More details will be discussed at the Nashville meeting followed by extensive promotion to all contacts around 
the world.  If you would like to assist with the development of this program, your input is welcome.  Plan to 
participate in this committee meeting on Wednesday. 

  



Preparing to Launch: 

Distributor Training Course: 

This course is finalized and ready for launch.  The committee put in many hours reviewing and honing the course, which is 
currently being reviewed/approved by the Board.  This online course will likely be renamed so as not to exclude anyone who 
could benefit from the course.  This course will be offered for a fee of $75 and will conclude with a test.  Those passing the 
test will receive a certificate of successful completion of the course.  Some of the finer details have yet to be worked out but 
will be discussed at the upcoming meetings in Nashville. These final launch details will be firmed up at the Technical 
Committee meeting in Nashville on Wednesday. 

Now Available: 

Distributor Membership Category: 

This new category of membership is now available.  A promotion of its availability will be launched with the training course, 
but the category is open and companies may apply for membership now. 
 

For Discussion in Nashville: 
VERIFICATION - The Verification Committee will finalize the latest program brochure changes.  Discussions on the new 
requirement for logos on products as of July 1 will also be discussed.  A press release went out in March on the new 
program changes including allowing private label companies to be verified through their member manufacturer.  his 
program, join the discussions on Wednesday, the 23rd. 

PR/Marketing/Membership – A recent meeting suggested this committee become an Membership Educational Committee.  
Aspects of that will be discussed as well as discussions on trade show participation and past and future PR opportunities. 

Technical and Codes – This committee has grown this past year to now include Codes, Strategic Alliance, 
LEED/Sustainability and, oh yes, technical issues.  There are many items on this agenda including the Distributor training 
course, updates to the AIA course, code updates and much more.  If you’re interested in technical issues, this is where the 
discussions take place. 

NOTE: These are brief overviews of the topics to be discussed.  Refer to the full agenda for details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RIMA International extends a BIG THANK YOU to ALL our members for their involvement, dedication 
and support. We know each member contributes and is vital to this association playing an important role in 

advancing this industry.  We would not exist without you, and you are greatly appreciated! 
 

 

 

 

 



Progressive Membership Campaign Continues  
The value of RIMA-I membership is revealed time and again through all the hard work our 
members invest year after year.  Your dedication and hard work are what has given this small 
organization and industry a presence and voice in arenas where reflectives could easily be 
overlooked.  RIMA-I is always looking for ways to bring more members into the organization to 
help contribute to the work and, in turn, allow us to expand into more areas of the industry, and 
one way you could help is by sharing the discount membership campaign with others.   

This discount progressive membership is a great opportunity to start up a conversation with 
other manufacturers, private labelers and suppliers alike to get on board and work together on the issues that directly impact their 
business. 

What’s in it for Me, You Ask? 

Did you know, RIMA-I offers members incentives that pay a $1,000 toward your annual dues or 
Verification renewal for each new member that joins RIMA International.  This can add up quickly 
and is a win-win for everyone.  The more members involved, the more we can accomplish.  There is 
membership information on the website at www.rimainternational.org (see the ‘Join’ button in the upper 
right-hand corner) including descriptions of the categories, testimonials and application forms.  So, help 
us get the word out and invite those companies that should be involved with RIMA-I to join us in 
Nashville.   

TOGETHER WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

  

Linking The Logo!  Another way to bring more awareness of the industry and 
RIMA International is to link the RIMA-I logo from your website to the association 
website.  A quick link to www.rimainternational.org is an easy way to boost 

visibility.  If you don’t already have one, a high resolution .jpg of the logo is just a quick e-mail away.  Request one now at 
rima@rima.net . 
 

Are You LinkedIn? 
 

In case you are not aware, RIMA-I now has THREE groups on LinkedIn we use for discussions, press releases 
and other announcements. One group is the RIMA International group, the second is a broader discussion 
group for Radiant Barrier & Reflective Insulation and the third is our I-RIM Conference (Reflective Insulation 
Manufacturers Conference.   

We’ve made it easy for you to join these both groups as there are links to these groups right on the RIMA-I website (upper right-hand 
corner www.rimainternational.org ).  Put your cursor over the icon (like the one shown on the above), and a drop down will appear 
providing you links to each group.  RIMA-I has several industry-related groups we post announcements in; and we are always watching 
for new groups to join, so send us your recommendations as well. The wider the reach the better!   

Have You Met R&D Services, Inc.? 
R&D Services, Inc. has been providing testing and consulting services to insulation 
manufacturers since 1994. They are an accredited third part test laboratory (ISO 
17025) and inspection agency (ISO 17020) by the International Accreditation Service 
(IAS).  This accreditation qualifies R&D Services, Inc. to provide classification testing 
to satisfy ASTM specification and provide qualified inspection and follow-on testing 
required by organizations such as ICC-ES, CCMC and IAPMO. These qualifications 

and services can be viewed at www.rdservices.com.  
  
R&D Services, Inc., is accredited for over 75 tests, including ASTM and CAN/ULC material specifications for reflective insulation, 
radiant barrier, IRCC, and many other insulation types. They also offer several non-accredited tests and have capabilities to set up 
unique testing applications based on client requests.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



▪ Reflective Insulations ▪ Product Approvals ▪ Water Vapor Transmission 
▪ Radiant Barriers ▪ R-Value Calculations ▪ Emissivity 
▪ IRCC Products ▪ Energy Star Approvals ▪ Hot Surface Testing 
▪ HVAC Application ▪ UV Exposure Testing ▪ Air Barrier Testing 

 

ICC Business Products – Discounts for Member’s Only  
 
This program offers members up to 50% discount on manufacturer’s suggested list price on such 
products as computer supplies, printer sales and supplies, standard office supplies, printed forms, furniture 
and promotional products.  There’s also a 2% rebate at the end of the year, which can be taken as a 
check or credit onto your account.  For more information on this special members-only program, contact 
Jess Ray at 800/547-2233. 
 

 

RIMA International members can save up to 10% off the lowest rack rate with the Business Essentials Program at any of their 6,400+ 
properties nationwide.  It’s simple - https://www.choicehotels.com/?clientid=00900560  

 
Use it for personal and business travel and get even greater benefits when you sign up for the Choice Privileges Rewards program. 

Member Corporate ID #00900560 

Happy Trails to You! 

 
For more information on RIMA International or any of the topics contained in 

this newsletter, visit our website at www.rimainternational.org, call 800/279-4123 or e-mail at rima@rima.net. 
 

 

 

(Click link above)  


